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Abstract

A feeding trial was conducted to investigate the effects of dietary oregano essential oil (OEO) on gut
microflora and blood lipid profiles in broiler chickens. One hundred eighty 1-d-old broiler chicks were
randomly assigned to 1 to 4 dietary treatments in three replicates for 6 weeks. The dietary treatments were
1) control, 2) basal diet supplemented with 300 mg/kg, 3) basal diet supplemented with 600 mg/kg and 4)
basal diet supplemented with 1200 mg/kg OEO. Although population of lactic acid bacteria were not
affected by dietary treatments, numbers of E.coli in cecum samples were significantly lower in 300 and
600 mg/kg OEO supplemented group than control and 1200 mg/kg OEO supplemented group (P < 0.05).
Total cholesterol was significantly lower in all birds fed OEO as compared with control group (P < 0.05).
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